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Russian forces were not under NATO com-
mand and control or there was some type
of dual key arrangement wouldn’t work. Is
that still the U.S. position?

President Clinton. Our position is that
we’re going to have an operation that works.
We want Russia to be involved in it. We
made some progress today consistent with
both of our objectives, with neither side giv-
ing up the things that were most important
to it. We made some progress today on that.
And we recognized that some of the things
that needed to be decided neither of us could
in good conscience decide without giving our
military leaders the chance to work through
that. So we agreed that this week—this
week—our military leaders would keep
working.

That is all I can tell you; the more we say
about it, the worse it will be. We are moving
toward peace. The first and most important
thing is, make peace in Bosnia. That has not
been done yet. If that happens—and we
hope it will, and we’ve agreed on that com-
pletely, how we will approach it—then we
have the responsibility to work together to
make the peace work. And we will do that.

President Yeltsin. I want to add, you are
underestimating the Presidents of two such
great powers. Maybe something didn’t quite
reach you. Maybe you can’t quite figure out
how we can solve it, but it came to us; it
reached us.

NOTE: The President’s 104th news conference
began at 3:44 p.m. on the front steps of the Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt home. In his remarks, he referred
to Russian Minister of Defense Pavel Grachev.
President Yeltsin spoke in Russian, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter.

Joint Statement With President
Yeltsin on Nuclear Materials Security
October 23, 1995

Presidents Clinton and Yeltsin noted the
importance they attach to ensuring the secu-
rity of nuclear weapons and nuclear mate-
rials, maintaining effective control over them,
and combating illegal trafficking in nuclear
materials. They underscored their strong
support for the efforts underway in the Rus-
sian Federation and the United States to

achieve these objectives, including the rap-
idly growing range of cooperative activities
being pursued jointly by US and Russian ex-
perts. The Presidents noted with satisfaction
that bilateral and multilateral cooperation in
these areas has grown rapidly over the past
year and includes joint activities on law en-
forcement, customs, intelligence liaison and
on-the-ground cooperation to improve nu-
clear materials security at ten sites, protect-
ing tons of nuclear material. The Presidents
also welcomed cooperative efforts to improve
the security of nuclear weapons in transport
or storage in connection with their dis-
mantlement.

The two Presidents welcomed the joint re-
port on steps that have been accomplished
and additional steps that should be taken to
ensure the security of nuclear materials, pre-
pared by the Gore-Chernomyrdin Commis-
sion in implementation of the May 10 sum-
mit declaration on nonproliferation. This re-
port outlines current and planned U.S.-Rus-
sian programs of bilateral cooperation that
will result in broad improvements in nuclear
materials security, including several impor-
tant sites with weapons-usable nuclear mate-
rial, increased security for nuclear weapons
in connection with their dismantlement, and
construction of a safe and secure long-term
storage facility for fissile material from dis-
mantled weapons. The Presidents endorsed
speedy implementation of these plans and di-
rected that they be expanded and accelerated
to the greatest extent possible.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this statement.

Remarks to the AFL–CIO
Convention in New York City
October 23, 1995

The President. Thank you very much for
the wonderful welcome. Thank you, Tom, for
the great introduction. I wish I’d been here
to hear it. [Laughter] But I appreciate it.

You know, I’ve taken so many controversial
positions in the last 3 years, I thought I’d
come here and tell you what you ought to
do in this election. [Laughter] You should
elect—listen to this—you ought to elect an
Irish-American from the Bronx who comes
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